May 12th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Good to hear from you a couple of hours ago. I have just got back from the supermarket. I don’t actually like going, not because of the shopping per se, but because of the checkout. The queues are often very long and it takes a long time to get through. I used to go on Monday mornings when there are fewer people but with swimming now on Mondays it seems like too much of the day is ‘wasted’. Still, I suppose I could use the times in the queues to meditate or something!

So, this week is birthday week. HAPPY BIRTHDAY! So even though this letter will arrive after your birthday, I will have been thinking of you, somewhere out in the field (as you mentioned you would be when you called). I will do an Internet search and see what I can find about State universities in California. 

The police and Immigration Department staff are starting to move in on those right-of-abode people who have gone underground. A few days ago they broke into a flat when the owner would not open the door, to arrest a young person. They also, believe it or not, arrested a parent for not assisting them. As a number of commentators have pointed out, what else would a parent naturally do? Anyway, the government is probably winning as some others have apparently gone back quietly. 

Pork distributors in HK were up in arms last week. Apparently, there is just one wholesaler who can handle the pigs brought in to the HK abattoirs. Then, several other companies distribute the pork. Well, the wholesaler made a ‘special’ arrangement with the two big supermarket chains, selling it to them at a lower price than to the other distributors. (I first became aware of last week when there were long queues at the supermarket to get cheaper pork.) So, the distributors protested. Must have been worked out as nothing else happening in the past few days.

Police in the news. There was a big – very big – raid on illegal football betting places controlled by triad syndicates. There has been a big increase in such betting and it is expected to increase further because of the World Cup. The police say that they will be cracking down on this kind of betting during the World Cup season. Although I do not like betting (I believe that if one wants money, then one should work for it), I think it is probably better to legalise it in order to keep it out of the hands of gangsters. Also, the government will get the billions currently going to crooks. The other news about the police is about a gun-snatching incident. Early one morning a constable at the gate of the Yuen Long police station had his revolver, ammunition and radio snatched. The culprit turned out to be a Senior Inspector from another police station! This person was arrested a few days after the incident and led police to an abandoned farm in the Pat Heung / Sek Kong area where the gun, etc were hidden. The inspector appeared in court yesterday and made an apology to the force and to his family.

From the police to the army. Former Gurkhas are taking the British government to court to try and get a more equitable deal regarding pensions. They get much less than soldiers from the UK. And the lawyer taking their case is Cheri Blair – the wife of the British Prime Minister! If she wins the case, it will be her husband who will be forced to make things right. Interesting! 

Another Chinese airliner crashed last week. This time it was an MD-82, which is a smaller ‘plane with 2 engines at the back. No survivors. 

Leonie’s graduation is on June 15th. You will arrive there just in time for the ceremony. I want to go very much, but don't think I can make it. I am under extreme pressure to get the revision for the HK Chemistry book finished. It is hard to know exactly what the Education Department wants with the new syllabus. This has been a problem over the past few years for me with the Form 1 – 3 science books – all of them have been rejected by the department and so are not allowed to be used in schools! I don’t want the same thing to happen with the Chemistry book. And the publisher wants to hand in the books to the ED by the end of August for the review of the books. Also, I have to go to Singapore in July and need to prepare for that. 

That’s about if for now. Have written more than I thought I could!

Cheers.
Dad
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